
September 22, 2020 

 

 

RE:  Cedar Rapids Paving for Progress Roadway Improvement Project 

Update on Cottage Grove Avenue SE from 1st Avenue to 34th Street 

  

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

We wanted to give you another update on the 2021 Cottage Grove Avenue project. As you know, 

neighborhood outreach began January 2020 and we have since met with and heard from many residents 

and stakeholders. We have made changes to the design of the project based on feedback we’ve heard from 

the community, and we wanted to provide you with an update.  

 

Intersection Treatment  

The intersection of Cottage Grove Avenue and Forest Drive will remain a four-way stop, like it is today. 

The width of the road prevents us from adding additional turn lanes. Construction of the intersection is 

scheduled for 2022.  

 

Multi-use Path 

As we mentioned in our correspondence last May, we have changed the design of the multi-use path on 

the north side of Cottage Grove to address concerns we heard about bikes and pedestrians sharing a 

sidewalk. Instead of one path that is shared by both bikes and pedestrians, the plans will include two 

parallel paths that will physically separate those walking from those riding a bike. This sidewalk layout 

will not result in any additional tree loss.  

 

Tree Preservation 

We continue to do all we can to preserve as many trees as possible, especially given the recent loss to our 

tree canopy. We do not plan to remove the large white pine tree on the NW corner of the intersection. We 

have also changed design plans to remove sidewalk-related impacts on the south side of Cottage Grove. 

Additionally, the road width will narrow slightly, so we do not anticipate losing any greenspace along 

Cottage Grove.   

 

Schedule & Scope 

Our original project goals remain: reconstruct pavement, improve signal operations, improve drainage, 

and create a safer, more accessible environment for pedestrians.  

 

 2021: 1st Avenue to Forest Drive 

 2022: Forest Drive to 34th Street (including intersection of Forest Drive and Cottage Grove) 

 

We hope you find this information helpful, and again, we appreciate your collaboration and input!  

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Douglas F. Wilson, P.E., Paving for Progress Program Manager, City of Cedar Rapids 

CC:  Stacy E. Woodson, PE, HR Green, Inc. 


